Fill in the details specific to your proposal where it is indicated in gray!

Name

Organization

Address

City, State, Zip
Dear [Insert name here]:

I am writing you today as a representative of the [Your Organization or Title] to encourage [Potential Endorsee Name Here] to endorse the Oregon Housing Alliance legislative agenda.

The Oregon Housing Alliance brings together public entities, social service agencies, advocacy organizations, private businesses and committed individuals working to increase resources and public policy changes to support the development of affordable housing throughout the State. The 2007 Housing Opportunities Agenda includes a campaign to generate $100 million per biennium for affordable housing and a campaign to lift the statewide preemption on inclusionary zoning. Details about the Housing Alliance can be found at their website http://www.oregonhousingalliance.org/
The first part of the agenda is a proposal to secure $100 million for affordable housing, which would come from four sources of funding.  The funding would come from four sources. The largest share - $60 million - would come from a Document Recording Fee. $25 million would come from the unanticipated excess in Lottery Funds. Approximately $10-$12 million would come from the General Fund. Finally, $5.6 million would come from the Public UntilityPurpose Charge (this is the existing funding source for the Housing Trust Fund). Funds would be administered by Oregon Housing and Community Services and would be used to develop more affordable housing, respond to homelessness, promote first time homeownership and build the capacity of non-profit housing and service providers. OHCS would be obligated to insure that funds are allocated to all regions in the State.

The Housing Alliance is seeking endorsements for the legislative campaign to demonstrate the broad community support to the Legislature. To date, over 160 groups have endorsed the $100 million campaign. 

· Cities endorsing include: Ashland, Beaverton, Eugene, Medford, Portland and Talent, as well as the League of Oregon Cities. 
Counties endorsing include Multnomah, Lincoln, Washington, Tillamook and Hood River. 
· Housing Authorities from Lincoln County, Portland, Yamhill County, Klamath County, Linn-Benton and Mid-Columbia have endorsed the agenda, as has their state association. 

· League of Women Voters chapters from across the state have endorsed the agenda, including chapters from the Columbia River, Clackamas, Deschutes, Portland and the statewide League.

· Community Action Agencies from six regions have endorsed, as well as their state association.

· Endorsees also include dozens of non-profits working on issues ranging from hunger to healthcare including the Oregon Food Bank, Sisters of the Road and 1000 Friends of Oregon. 

· Dozens of private businesses such as Princeton Property Management, Cascade Management, Walsh Construction and JD Fulwiller Insurance also endorsed the agenda! 
· And! A key endorsement was just received from the Oregon Association of Realtors for the document recording fee portion of the $100 million campaign.

The second action item on the Housing Alliance Agenda is a request that the Legislature lift the statewide preemption on the use of inclusionary zoning. This preemption, in place since 1999, limits the tools that jurisdictions can consider when trying to meet the housing needs of their communities. Lifting this preemption would allow local governments to determine when and how to use inclusionary development strategies. With rapidly rising land prices and a high level of new development in [Insert County Name Here]County, inclusionary zoning may be an effective tool for the County or our cities to use to insure that we have adequate housing for our firefighters, school teachers and nurses. This proposal would not require any jurisdiction to use inclusionary zoning--it just gives them the local choice.

Affordable housing is a growing problem in many areas of the state and this is certainly true in [Insert County Name Here] County. The average rent for a two bedroom apartment in [Insert County Name Here]County requires an income of about $[Dollar Figure Here].00 per hour--almost double the current minimum wage.  The Oregon Housing Alliance believes that hardworking people should be able to afford housing and still have money for food, medicine and other necessities.

[THIS PARAGRAPH IS TARGETED TOWARDS LOCAL GOVERNMENTS!]

[Your Organization] recognizes that [Potential Endorsee Name Here] has worked to address affordable housing needs. It has researched this issue, supported specific projects and is to be particularly recognized for its focus on [insert an important project of the organization here], but the scope of the problem is too large for individual jurisdictions to meet the needs alone. Across the state we need additional resources. The Housing Alliance presents a well conceived and well supported agenda to meet the housing needs of our communities. We urge [Potential Endorsee Name Here] to endorse the Housing Opportunities Agenda for 2007--because people need a place to call home.

I would be glad to provide you with additional information or arrange for a presentation about the Housing Alliance at your convenience.  I can be reached at: [Insert Contact Information here].
Sincerely, 

Your Name Here

Your Organization or Affiliation
