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Our communities are better and stronger when we have housing for all our 
residents.  We can help ensure all of our residents, including the people that 
work to pick and process our food, have safe and decent places to call home. 
 
Many rural areas in Oregon lack the housing they need for their workers, particularly for 
farmworkers.  The Agricultural Workforce Housing Tax Credit (ORS 315.164) is a tool 
Oregon has used effectively since 1989 to help build housing for agricultural workers and 
their families.   
 
Our communities are better and stronger when we have safe, stable and affordable 
housing for all our residents.  We can ensure everyone has access to safe housing they 
can afford by maintaining tools to make it easier to build and maintain affordable 
housing, like the Agricultural Workforce Housing Tax Credit. A variety of tools and 
strategies are needed to create affordable housing opportunities in these communities, 
and this tax credit has been a proven and effective part of the “toolkit.” 

 
In Oregon, we value our rural communities, our productive farms, and the benefits the 
agriculture industry offers the state. Unfortunately, many of our rural areas lack the 
housing they need to offer people an opportunity to build better lives.  
 
The tax credits under this program are allocated by Housing and Community Services. Tax 
credits benefit low income agricultural workers and their families by ensuring access to 
affordable rental units, both on farm and in the communities around agricultural areas. 
Tax credits leverage private development resources and help ensure the engagement of 
farmers and lenders in the development of this housing.  
 
Since 2001, the Agricultural Workforce Housing Tax Credit has helped house more than 
1,100 agricultural workers and their families in 17 Oregon counties.  The enabling 
legislation for this critical tool establishes a sunset of 2014. The Legislature should grant 
an extension of at least six years from the current sunset, to 2020. 
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We all need safe and stable places to call home. The Oregon Legislature should act 
to extend the sunset for the Agricultural Workforce Housing Tax Credit until 2020, 
and help ensure our agricultural workers in Oregon have access to safe, stable, and 
affordable housing for themselves and their families.  
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