
 
The Earned Income Tax Credit:  

Building Pathways out of Poverty  

 
Oregon can help its hardworking families access opportunity by building 

pathways out of poverty.  The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is an effective tool 
which helps families make ends meet. The EITC helps people working to provide 

for their families and make paychecks go further towards meeting their basic 
needs. 

 
Too many hardworking parents don’t earn enough to pay rent and put food on the table 
for their children. Nearly half of renters can’t afford a two bedroom apartment at market 
rents. Families in our community don’t have access to opportunity and pathways out of 
poverty. Too often, one small event can trigger a series of shortfalls and lead to crisis. 

 
Our communities are better when we work to provide pathways out of poverty.  
Hardworking families deserve access to opportunity and a chance to get ahead. 
 
We can provide access to opportunity by helping hardworking families save money and 
build assets.  The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is one of the most important and most 
effective programs for low- and moderate-income families. It reduces the taxes paid by 
hardworking families with children.  Every year millions of Americans use this credit to 
help make ends meet, to get out of debt, or start saving for the future. Oregon should 
continue to ensure that this opportunity for hardworking families exists. The EITC puts 
money back into the hands of hardworking Oregonians, and gives them a tool to manage 
life’s many financial demands. 
 
We urge you to extend the sunset on the Earned Income Tax Credit until 2020. 
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The Oregon State Legislature should act to extend the 2014 sunset on the Earned 
Income Tax Credit and provide access to opportunity by helping hardworking 
families save money and build assets. The Earned Income Tax Credit is one of the 
most important and most effective wage-support programs for low and moderate 
income families. The sunset should be extended until 2020. 


